THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

In 1839 and 1841 Lord Melbourne advised Queen Victoria to send
for Sir Robert Peel, as leader of the Conservative Opposition. In 1845
Peel suggested, without formally giving advice, that she should send
for Lord John Russell, who was clearly the leader of the Whigs. Lord
John Russell was then unable to form a Government, but did so in 1846.
In 1851 the Queen decided to send for Lord Stanley; and Lord John
Russell and Lord Lansdowne, who were consulted, agreed with the
Queen and the Prince Consort that 'Lord Stanley and the Protection
Party ought to be appealed to'.1 Lord Stanley was unable to form a
Government, but did so (as Lord Derby) in 1852. The position on
his resignation was peculiar, because of the agreement of Whigs and
Peelites to serve under Lord Aberdeen. The Queen sent for Lord
Aberdeen, but protected herself by sending for Lord Lansdowne as well.

In 1855 Lord Aberdeen agreed with the Queen that 'there remained
nothing to be done but to offer the Government to Lord Derby, whose
party was numerically the strongest, and had carried the motion'.2 The
Queen sent for Lord Derby 'as the head of the largest party in the
House of Commons, and which had by its vote chiefly contributed to
the overthrow of the Government'.3 Lord Derby denied the respon-
sibility, since his party had not proposed the motion and had had no
communication with the mover, though their views compelled them to
support the motion. Lord Derby, being unable to form a coalition,
refused to take office. He was again sent for in 1858, and formed a
Government.

In 1859 there was no doubt that the Liberal party must form the
Government, and there was doubt only about the leader. On the resig-
nation of Lord Russell's Government in 1866, the Queen sent for Lord
Derby* In 1868 she sent for Mr Gladstone 'as the acknowledged leader
of the Liberal party'.4 In 1873 s^e sent ^or ^r Disraeli, who refused to
form a Government with the existing House of Commons. In 1874 she
again sent for him, and this time he accepted office. In 1880 she sent for
Lord Harrington 'as leader of the Opposition'^ though the phrase was

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, ist series, II, p. 347.
3 Ibid, ist series, in, p. 101.

3  Ibid, ist series, in, p. 102.

4  Life of Gladstone, n, p. 252. The phrase is probably not quite accurate.

5  Life of the Duke of Devonshire, it, pp. 272-3.
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